
REPORT OP DOUBL E 
SMITF.'JI'rELD , R.I. 

9M 1TH,.l £LO POLICE DEPARTMENT 

. 4 h .... " .. ",U 
OltD"II''''V' LLII: .... HIDII: .......... 0 

DR OWNING AT LOWER SPRAGO'B 
DECEMBER 10 , 1968 . 

RESERVOIR OFF TOTEM POLE TRAIL, 

3 :$0 P . M. Radio c all froa S_ithfield Fire Stati oD I was aon itored at the 
S.ithfteld PolIce StatioD to tne af rect that reaeue equipment 
from that Fi re St a tion waa res ponding t a tne roport of a drown
ing in tho Lewer Sprague Rese r.O~r oft To te. Pole Trail . 
Sgt. Jamea H. ~cVoy dispat ched Patrolman NorRan G. Vez ina to 
Ch eck . Patr ol~an Sayer io E. Serapigl i a wh o wa. 1n the at ation 
at the t i~ wa. al lo dil patched te aSlilt. 

3 : $8 P . M. Rad l e call wa. rece ived rr~ Patrolman SaTerio E. Serapt!li a 
wh o a tated that PatrolMan Vez i na was under water and reques t ed 
a res cue bOlt r ight away. Pa trol~an Serapigl l a was advi se d that 
the boat wla en the way. 

3:59 P. M. Pa trol ~en Robert A. Lac ~ apell e snd Will ls~ P. Cunning he. vho 
had reported to th e stat i oD f or duty on the ~ : OO p.~. to 12:00 
Midn ight ahi ft we re alao dispa t ch ed t. ss al et at tho s cene . 
Patrol lllen JO!'Jeph Larkin , allO dtaP8tCh~d t o asatat . 

4: 01 P.~. Request frolll P ~trolMan Ser~ pt811a , t het Chi ef Arthur E. Gould , 
come to the .cene. 

REPORT OP PATROL~~N S . SER APIGL IA , AT SCENE. 
h :OI P . M. Upon arri vl~! at the scene , P a trol~an Sera pi~l ta, wa. infor.ad 

b ,. Pvt. G. GUlmore, Rellcue I , that Patrolal.n N. Vezina , wall 1n 
tb e water . A.n lInknOMn man _ .... a e throwing a rope, to PlItr ol mal'J 
Vezins. 
Patrolman Vezina , came t o the surf.ce, than aa.~ out of a i g ht . 
Pa trolman Vez i na , again, C81l111 t o the surfaca , than !'Janie out of 
s i ght, the l Rst tlme. 
Reacue bOl.t fr o •• t llt lcn I, arr i ved on acene and wa a i~edia te ly 
l~unched in an attempt to re cover t he bod! ea of the child and 
P ~t rol~an Veztna. 

The body of Kennetb Firby, a ge S, 5 Deer Run Trail , S~i thrield, 
was r flcovered at appr oJ(illla tely 4: 07 P. M. , illlMed iately transported 
by res cue 1, to Our Lady of Fatima Hospltal . 

q :IO P.~. Cht ef Arthu r B. Goul d , arr iTe. on scene . 

Rescue 1 bOllt rel aunched .... ith PatrOlman J . Larkin and Special 
Officer G. Kel ly . in an attempt to r ecover P~t r olmlln Vetlna. 
At this t lme , Rescue 2 arrive d on a cene, lind t he boot vae 
i mmedi.tely l aunched , Patr olman W. Cunninf nem and Lt. M. Core y , 
/Smlthf ield Stati on 2/ were i n thie boat. 
Both boata pr oceeded wi t h dr .ggint opera tion •• 
. U 4:)4 P.l'!.. tha body of PlI t rol lllan Vet1na WII r llcovered .rod 
placed In Smithfi eld Ambulance. 



, . 

4:50 p . ~. F!th ~ r Geddi s, St Phil ip's ~e etory arrived . nd .dMinsterad the 
lll.st rite s of the c hurCh . 

4:5$ P.M . Dr Si~on., /~.dtcel examtn.r/ arrive d oa tbe .c~ne. viewed the 
body ~nd pronounced htlll de.d, due to . cctdent.l drcwntnp . • nd 
g" / e paMl'lI •• l on to rel61u' the body t o th. f'!'Illy. 

The b ody of P.trolll.en Vet l ll' w.s the", tren,ported to St.tlon 2. 
in Srrtlthtield A.~bul ll1lce , e sco rted by P.trolmn S . 5erapiglia, 
per order of Chl ~ f ._ rthur B. Goul d, and to stalldby at stat l on 
2 until bod,. 1s picked · up b,. the undertaker. 

Ptfi~ A.LA. RK REPORT. 

) :49 P . ~. 
):$0 P . I'!. 
):$2 P .M. 
): $) P.~. 
) :$1.. P.M . 
) :$8 P,M . 
4:el P.!'!. 
4:07 P.P<!. 

4 :10 P.M. 
4:12 P . M. 
4:1$ P.M. 

C.ll rrom Mrs Crino, Totu~ Pole ~r! il . perS Oll ill water. 
Rescue on w.,. . 
Brush 1 ,llc! boat .~ w.y. 
Rescue I Oll scene, reported two (2) under .... t er . 
Brusb 1 .nd baat on scene •• ls. request ladder 1. 
Tank 2 end boat and ladder 1 on w.y. 
CaUed RIS". 
Ambulallce 2 requ.sted··r.scue 1 an r out. to Our L,dy of Pat 1m. 
Hosp! tel . 
T'll~ 2 , on scene wi th boat. 
Laddlu' 1 .nd alllbulanc. 2 I)n scene. 
Renou, 1 .t OUT' Lady of P'.tl •• Rospital . 

WOlfE: A.t • ~eetlng ot tbe Smithtield Tovn Counctl on the 
night ot Decemb.r 10, 196e, ".trolm.n Vedns ' . 
v., pr~oted pos thumousl, to th8 rank ot Ser!8ant 
by ,.td Town Counctl. . ... 
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